
NORTHERN QUEENSLAND

MOUNT ISA REGION

Lake Moondarra 

An excellent site for uncommon 
species such as Yellow Chat, 

Painted Finch, snipe, and 
migratory waders

Boodjamulla National Park 

A popular destination for 
canoeing and walking. Look for 
Purple-crowned Fairy-wren and 

Sandstone Shrike-thrush

Clem Walton Reserve 

A popular camping site alongside 
Lake Corella and spinifex hills with 

easy access to Cloncurry

ARID | SAVANNAH | LAKES

The Mount Isa birding region is an ancient semi-arid landscape 
dominated by spinifex hills and plains interspersed with rugged 
escarpments and gorges. Grasslands and open woodlands extend 
over black clay plains, and ephemeral and perennial rivers drain 
summer rains into the Gulf country, forming waterholes that 
persist year-round. Over 270 bird species utilise the region’s 
diverse habitats.The spinifex ranges here and throughout the 
region are home to grasswrens and other specialties.

Almost 200 species can be found at iconic Boodjamulla National 
Park alone. Here, Lawn Hill Gorge, formed by the spring-fed 
Lawn Hill Creek features emerald-coloured waters that meander 
through red sandstone cliffs into the perennial Gregory River. 
Lush vegetation adjacent to the waters supports cabbage palms, 
paper-barks and pandanus which abruptly transitions into spinifex 
country. The stunning Purple-crowned Fairy-wren can be found in 
vegetation fringing permanent river systems. 

Along with the naturally occurring waterholes, several large dam-
created lakes provide significant refuges for bird life including 
waterbirds and waders. These include Lake Corella near Cloncurry, 
Lake Julius and Lake Moondarra near Mount Isa. The lakes are 
stocked to provide great fishing.

WHEN TO GO

The best time to visit, for ease of access and cooler weather, is just 
after the end of the wet season from April through to May when 
the bloodwoods flower. Dry and hot conditions make birding more 
challenging from October through until the summer rains begin.

GETTING THERE

There are limited sealed roads in this region, other than the main 
highways so a four-wheel drive is beneficial. Interesting routes 
include the Savannah Way and roads through some of the small 
historical and mining towns.

Regular flights are available to Mount Isa with car hire an option.  
Or take the track less travelled onboard the relaxing Inlander,  
the Townsville to Mount Isa train.

Top 

3 
spots



Sandstone  
Shrike-thrush

Carpentarian 
Grasswren

Kalkadoon 
Grasswren

Purple-crowned 
Fairy-wren

Buff-sided Robin

Australian  
Painted-snipe

Black-chinned 
(Golden-backed) 

Honeyeater

Black-tailed 
Treecreeper

Grey  
Falcon

Grey-headed 
Honeyeater

Little  
Button-quail

Orange  
Chat

Painted  
Finch

Pictorella  
Mannikin

Red-backed 
Kingfisher

Spinifex  
Pigeon

Spinifexbird

Spotted 
Bowerbird

Long-tailed 
Finch

Varied 
Lorikeet

Yellow 
Chat 

SPOT THESE LOCALS WHEN YOU VISIT

standing together to stop extinctions
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COMMUNITY

In this region Southern Gulf NRM 

partners with station managers, 

Traditional Owners and mining 

companies to implement a 

regional fire management 

program to optimise habitat  

and species diversity.

CONSERVATION

BirdLife Northern Queensland 

undertake annual grasswren 

surveys usually during May, 

supported by Southern Gulf 

NRM. We are always looking for 

volunteers to assist. If you are 

interested in helping, contact  

northernqld@birdlife.org.au.

Make your birding count by doing 

a bird survey in the Boodjamulla 

or Buckley River Key Biodiversity 

Areas and entering it into Birdata. 

Every time you share your bird 

surveys, our collective knowledge 

of birds grows. For more 

information visit birdata.birdlife.

org.au. Find out more about Key 

Biodiversity Areas by visiting 

keybiodiversityareas.org.

GET INVOLVED!

Visit birdlifenq.org to find out 

more about what we do and 

subscribe to our newsletter to 

get notified about our events.


